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. the varions establishments erected on the Gunpowder apg
its tributavies.

 But the gréat object of the Company, at present, as sta.
‘ted in their memorial is the Completion of the branch voad
to Westminster, and 1 the importance attached to thig
work by the Board of Directors, the committee fully gop.
cur. Without going at large into"the reasons and facts ;5
vanced by the company, it will suflice to state, that the
distance from ils present lermination to Westminster by the
route of the rail road, is about twenty one miles, over ;
country presenting no insurmountable obstacles to such
construction; that the route passes through the centre of the
State, and when extended to Westminster, will have reach.
ed.apoint at which the great turapike roads leading from
Pittsburg and the south western counties of Pennsylvaniy
towards Baliimore are converged; and from; which more
produce reaches the city of Baltimore, tuan all the other
avenues uaited. The route is also.more frequented by pas-
sengers than most of the others leading from, Baltinore (o
the interior of the country.. | .

In-a local point of view it-may with justick be asserted
that the road ic of immediate Importance to the population
and-trade .not only of the city, but of the county of Balii-
more, as also those of Frederick and a portion of Wash-
jngton and Allegany, which include within their limits more
than one half of the population of the state, and a large
portion of its most fertile territory. In this view alone,
therefore, it would seem to the commitiee an enterprise pe-
culiarly deserving the support and patronage of the Legis-
lature. |

It is not necessary to enlarge upon this work as one of
pational importance. The committee content themselves
with the single remark that when completed on its main
line to the Susquehanna, (a distance of about sixty miles,
it will there intersect the grand Pennsylvania Canal, which
is rapidly approaching, on the Noith, to a junction with
the Erie Canal, and on the West is nearly coaipleted to
Pittsburg, and on the East will cannect with the Philadel-
phia and Columbia Rail Road, which is fast progressing 0
completion. It is thus manifest; that by the completion of
this, comparatively, small work, a direct comnienication
will be opened between the Emporium of the state, and 2
most fertile, extensive and populous region of country, &t
with some of the most magnificent public works which
have ever beea constructed.
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